
Part 10: Traffic Controls for 
Highway-Light Rail Transit 
Grade Crossings



Alignment Types:

� Exclusive
� Semi-exclusive
� Mixed use



















Crossbuck Sign

� No longer required at every semiexclusive 
crossing

� Crossbuck Assemblies (with STOP or 
YIELD) may be used

� STOP or YIELD may be on separate 
support





Passive Control

� Crossbuck Sign alone
� Crossbuck Assembly
� STOP or YIELD sign alone (at certain 

crossings)
� Passive control not common



Advance Warning Sign

� Shall have supplemental plaque (except 
where only traffic signals are used):

NO SIGNAL
SIGNAL AHEAD 

� Also applies to Side Road sign









LRT Approaching Sign

� May be used for all road users crossing the 
tracks





Emergency Notification Sign

� Should be installed at all semi-exclusive crossings 
(no change) 

� Shall have white legend on blue background
� Shall have minimum ½ inch letter height
� May be displayed on signal enclosure
� Should be oriented to face drivers stopped on or 

near the crossing





Stop Lines

� Shall be used at all crossings with active 
devices (flashers, gates, traffic signals)



Audible Devices

� Shall be used with flashing lights and traffic 
signals if peds or bikes are present

� Could be low-cost
� Residential neighborhood concerns



Wayside Horns

� May be supplemental or alternative to train 
horn

� If alternative, crossing shall have flashers 
and gates



Signals for LRT Operators

� LRTs at traffic signals in semiexclusive 
alignments should have signals (no change)

� Signals shouldbe as illustrated















Roundabouts

� Engineering study shall be made of queuing 
at crossings near roundabouts

� If impacted by queues, queues shall be 
cleared before train arrival



New Section:  Pathway Crossings

� Does not include sidewalks
� Device mounting height, lateral clearance, 

overhead clearance, distance from tracks, 
minimum sizes



Passive Crossings

� Crossbuck Assembly shall be used except:
(a) At stations
(b) Within 25 ft of highway



Active Crossings

� Flashing light signals must be provided for 
each direction

� Audible device is required
� Active devices usually not used if within 25 

ft of highway
� Ped gates must be full width 
� Separate mechanisms for vehicle and ped

gates





Future Directions

� New section on trolleys
� New section on busways
� Revise section on warrants for traffic 

signals, flashers, and gates at LRT 
crossings

� No truncation of ped clearance interval
� LOOK BOTH WAYS sign






